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V. (part of a Letter from Richard Waller, Effc 
S R. S. to Dr. Hans Sioane, S. Seer. Con¬ 
cerning two Deaf PerJons, who can fpeaf and un¬ 
derftand what is faid to them by the Motion of the 
Lips. 


T HERE live nosy, and,have from their Birth in our 
Town, a Man and his Sifter, each about 59 Years 
Old, neither of which have the leaft fenfe of Hearing^ 
they both live by their daily Labour, yet both thefe 
Perfons know by the motion of the Lips only, whatever 
is faid to them, and will anfwer pertinently to the Qpe- 
Ition propofed to them of any thing within their Capa¬ 
city, and are both very intelligent, as far as can be ex¬ 
pended from their Education. 1 remember feveral Years 
Once, Mr .,Colfon the Mathematical Mafter, coming to fee 
me, this Man was then working in the Garden 5 and 
'Mr. Cotfon and I (landing clofe together, I took an op¬ 
portunity when the Feilow look’d on me, to ask him 
Some Queftion or other, which he readily underftood, 
and anfwer’d according to it; tho Mr. Colfon that Rood 
by me heard me fay nothing, the Fellow underftanding 
it only by the motion of the Mouth, fo that you need 
only Whiiper,provided the Lips and Mouth be but moved 
as they ought, and you do not fpeak too faft. I many 
Years fince inquired of his Mother, who has been long 
Since dead, as to their Deafnefs $ and (he told me, they 
could Bear very well and Speak when they were Chil¬ 
dren, but both loft that Sente afterwards, which makes 
them retain their Speech : Tho that, to Perfons not u(ed 
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to th-'HJ, is a little uncouth and odd, But intelligible 
enough, efpecially the Mans. They were not Twins $ 
and Tkncw three Brothers of the fame Parents, that had 
their Hearing as well as any Per fons whatever. 


VI. A Relation of a *Deaf and Dumb <P erf on, who re® 
col’cr d his Speech and Hearing after a Violent Fc~ 
1>er: With feme ether Medicinal and Chirurgicd 
ObferVations. By Mr , Martin Martin. 

D Aniel FraJer, a Native of Straharig , fome fix Miles 
from Invernefs , continued Deaf and Dumb from 
his Birth, till the feventeenth Year of his Age. Thie 
Countefs of Crawford' kept him in her Family for the 
fpace of eight or nine Years : After feventeen Years he 
was taken ill of a violent Fever, but being let Blood his 
Fever abated, and had not its Natural Courfe : About 
five or fix Months after, he contracted a Fever again, 
and had no Blood drawn from him, and this went on 
with its Natural Courfe. Some Weeks after his recovery 
he perceived a motion in his Brain, which was very ua- 
eafie to him, and afterwards he began to Hear, and in 
procefs of time to underftand Speech ^ this naturally d if- 
pos’d him to imitate others, and attempt to Speak : The 
Servants were much amaz’d to hear him, and fome run 
away $ he was not underftood diftin&ly for the fpace of 
fome Weeks j he is underftood now tolerably well, tho 
he yet retains the Highland Accent,as Highlanders do who 
are advanc’d to his Years before they learn the Enghjb 
Ton gue : he can fpeakno lrifh t for it was in the Low Lands 
of Scotland that he firft heard and fpoke . He continues 



